
 
Jim DiCamillo, President of WLC Architects (standing), talks to Chino High parents, students, and 
staff members on April 6 about the timeline for reconstruction of Chino High. 
 

Construction of new Chino High expected to begin 
in 2019; Next Visioning meeting for school Thursday 

 

If all goes according to plan, reconstruction of Chino High School will begin in 
about two years, the head of the architectural firm working on the project told 
more than 70 parents, students and staff members at an April 6 meeting at the 
school. 

The next “Visioning” meeting for the new high school will be 6:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 27 in the Chino High multi-purpose room, 5472 Park Place. The meeting is 
open to the public. 

Funding for the expected $120 million project will come from the $750 million 
Measure G school construction and modernization bond approved by voters last 



November. It is one of several Measure G projects planned throughout the 
District. 

With the exception of the school’s stadium, plans are to demolish the existing 60 
plus years old campus and build the new school in three phases, Jim DiCamillo, 
president of WLC Architects, told the audience at the April 6 Visioning meeting. 

He expects construction of Phase 1 of the new campus to begin in Spring 2019 
with completion of that phase in late 2021. Phases 2 and 3 of the construction are 
planned for late 2021 through late 2023. 

Design work for the new school is beginning this spring, with architectural and 
engineering plans expected to be completed by summer 2018. Approvals are 
expected to be obtained beginning in Fall 2018, with bidding and award of the 
project to contractors in Spring 2019. 

DiCamillo said the school will be rebuilt while students and staff are on campus to 
avoid the high cost of leasing while the campus is under construction. 

“You will have the newest high school within 20 miles of here,” he said. “You will 
be the destination high school.” 

The new comprehensive high school is planned for 2,400 students. There are 
approximately 2,000 students at Chino High now, Principal Felix Melendez said. 

The new campus will have between 90 and 100 total “teaching stations” that 
include classrooms, labs, and shops. Also planned are an administration and 
student services building, library/media center, three-court gym and physical 
education locker rooms, multi-purpose room and kitchen, a 500-seat performing 
arts theatre, new swimming pool, and playfields. DiCamillo said the stadium is 
expected to stay because it was renovated recently. 

“We believe the new school may not necessarily be a single floor footprint,” the 
architect said. 

The school’s planners are looking into re-configuring the layout of the campus, so 
the new entrance would front Jefferson Avenue, and the playfields would be 
located along Park Place.  



At the April 6 meeting, DiCamillo said a meeting with the City of Chino had been 
held about that idea, and city officials had a “very positive reaction.” The architect 
said traffic studies would have to be conducted for the proposed new layout. 

With that layout in mind, the first phase of construction is planned for the 
northwest corner of the campus (in back of Chino Valley Medical Center). Phase 2 
would include the present shop areas along 10th Street, the playfields to the east 
of the first phase, and Chino High’s current quad area. Phase 3 would “blow out” 
the remaining space, including the current classrooms on the southwest side of 
the school and the current front office area. 

At the April 6 meeting and since then, Parents, staff members, students, and 
community members have been asked to submit their thoughts on the 
reconstruction of the school. 

Preliminary Project Timeline 

Spring through Fall 2017: 

• Design: Planning process through Community/School Site/Chino Valley 
Unified School District input 

Fall 2017 through Summer 2018: 

• Architecture and engineering drawings 

Fall 2018 through Fall 2019 

• Agency Approvals from the Department of State Architect, City of Chino, 
County Health Department 

Spring 2019: 

• Bidding and award of project to contractors by Board of Education approval 

Spring 2019 through Fall 2021: 

• Phase 1 construction 

Fall 2021 through Fall 2023: 

• Phase 2 and 3 construction  

(See more photos below) 



 
Chino High Principal Felix Melendez opens the April 6 Visioning meeting to  
discuss the future of the campus. 
 



 
Jim DiCamillo, president of WLC Architects, shows an aerial map of the present Chino High 
campus. The map on the projector screen shows how the school could be rebuilt in three 
phases. 
 



 
More than 70 people attended the April 6 meeting regarding the reconstruction of Chino High. 
A second Visioning meeting for the school will be held 6:00 p.m. Thursday, April 27 in Chino 
High’s multi-purpose room. 


